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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 4393 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, LE, US, SY 

SUBJ: PRIME MINISTER KARAME COMPLAINS 

1 . PRIME MINISTER KARAME, ACTING THROUGH A RELIABLE CONFIDENT 
KNOWN TO US, SENT A MESSAGE OF COMPLAINT TO THE EMBASSY MAY 15. 

(HE HAS USED THIS PROCEDURE BEFORE.) ACTUALLY THE COMPLAINT HAD 
BEEN PREVIOUSLY REGISTERED: HE IS GRAVELY DISAPPOINTED WITH THE 
U.S. POSITION ON SYRIAN MILITARY INTERVENTION, WHICH, HE CLAIMS, 
MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR SYRIA TO HAVE ENOUGH LATITUDE TO RESTORE 
SECURITY IN LEBANON. AS LEBANON ITSELF CANNOT PROVIDE ADEQUATE 
SECURITY, SYRIAN SUPPORT IS INDISPENSABLE. HE IS UNABLE TO 
UNDERSTAND OUR POSITION (THOUGH IT HAS BEEN EXPLAINED TO HIM 
SEVERAL TIMES) UNLESS IT IS THE U.S. INTENTION TO TURN LEBANON INTO 
A LEFTIST-COMMUNIST BASE THAT WOULD EVENTUALLY UNDERMINE THE 
CONSERVATIVE ARAB COUNTRIES IN THE AREA AND THUS WEAKEN THE 
"ENEMIES" OF ISRAEL. 

2. KARAME’S COMPLAINT REFLECTS CONSERVATIVE LEBANESE/MUSLIM 
THINKING, WHICH IS PARTICALLY IDENTICAL TO THE MARONITE THINKING SO 
FAR AS SLODOEJA# IS CONCERNED. (THE MAJOR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
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TWO GROUPS CONCERNS PARTITION. WHEREAS PARTITION HAS MUCH 
SUPPORT AMONG THE MARONITES, THE CONSERVATIVE MUSLIMS ARE 
VEHEMENTLY OPPOSED TO PARTITION, DREADING NOT SO MUCH THE EXISTENCE 
OF A CHRISTIAN STATE BUT THE THOUGHT THAT THEY WOULD END UP AS A 
MINORITY IN A RADICAL, LEFT-LEANING, PALESTINIAN DOMINATED STATE 
FORMED OUT OF WHAT WOULD BE LEFT.) 

3. KARAME ENDED HIS COMPLAINT ON A POSITIVE NOTE. HE WANTED US 
TO KNOW THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO DO "WHATEVER THE AMERICANS WANTED 
OF HIM", AND ALLEGEDLY ASKED FOR COUNSEL. WE DO NOT PLAN AT THIS 
TIME TO GET BACK ANY SPECIFIC MESSAGE TO HIM OTHER THAN TO LET HIM 
KNOW THAT WE ARE ALWAYS INTERESTED IN LEARNING HIS VIEWS. 

MF.I.OY 

NOTE BY OC/T: #AS RECEIVED. 
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